
 

Lent is a 40 day period, not including Sundays, that calls for self-

examination, reflection, and care of our souls. The ashes prepare us for 

the  cross, just as the cross prepares us for the joy of the resurrection! 

Our Lenten Journey 

At Jesus' baptism the sky split open, the 

Spirit of God, which looked like a dove, 

descended and landed on Jesus, and a 

voice from heaven said, "This is my 

Son, My Beloved, with whom I am 

pleased." Afterward, as told in Matthew 

4:1-11, Jesus was sent into the 

wilderness by the Spirit. Where he 

fasted and prayed for 40 days. During 

his time there he was tempted by Satan 

and found clarity and strength to resist 

temptation. Afterwards, he was ready to 

begin his ministry. Rev. Penny Ford, a 

United Methodist pastor and contributor 

ASH WEDNESDAY MARCH 1 
Join us Wednesday March 1, 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary for a service that marks the 

beginning of Lent. The service will include hymns for the season, Scripture reading, 

sermon, and the imposition of ashes upon the forehead. Traditionally, this service 

focuses both the community and individual around our own mortality and dependence 

upon God. This service of worship will prepare you for the Lenten Journey. 

to The Upper Room, speculates, 

“Maybe Jesus needed some time with 

God to sort through the major changes 

happening in his life. Maybe he needed 

to get away from family, friends and the 

familiar routine in order to see God (and 

himself) more clearly. Perhaps he 

wanted some intentional time with God 

as he searched for direction and answers 

like you. Like Jesus, we may need to 

take some serious time to pray and 

listen for God. Here are some practices 

you can try for the Lenten season. (See 

Lenten Journey on page 2) 

Perspectives 

By Rev. Matthew B. Smith 

How is it with your soul? It’s a question 

as old as John Wesley. 

In fact, in 18th century 

England it was the first 

and foremost question 

that was asked at the 

class meeting, a small 

group of around 12 

people. Historically, 

class meetings, “made sure that every 

Methodist was connected to other 

Methodists, so no one was left out, 

ignored, or overlooked,” notes the Rev. 

Kevin Watson, a United Methodist elder 

and Assistant Professor of Wesleyan 

Studies at Candler School of Theology. 

The class meeting provided the safe 

space for the question to be asked and 

answered authentically. It’s a question 

that does not entertain a surface level 
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Children’s Choir 
in Full Swing 
Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his 

wonderful acts. ~ Psalm 105:2 

Over the past few weeks First 

Methodist has welcomed 

nearly 30 children from Pre-

K 4 through 6th grade for 

snacks, Bible stories, singing, 

and games. Every spring and 

fall the children look forward 

to coming to church after 

school for this growing 

ministry, led by Linda 

Shumake, Becky Buttram, 

Molly Willey, and Rhonda 

Schwab, along with 

countless volunteers. At the 

spring concert Sunday April 

30, look for songs like 

“Bullfrogs & Butterflies!” 

Lenten Dinners & Study 
Begins March 8 
Wednesdays March 8 through April 12, 6:00 
pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Rev. Matthew Smith will 

lead a Lenten study titled, 

The Path to the Cross. We 

will discover how the 

passionate faith of God’s 

people prepares the way for 

Jesus and his ultimate act of 

obedience and sacrifice at the 

cross. Filmed on location in 

Israel, The Path to the Cross 

is a unique video series that 

brings God's Word to life 

with astounding relevance. 

Lenten Journey (From page 1) 

1. Volunteer an hour each week at a local church or mission 

2. Pray for others you see as you go about your day 

3. Cultivate a life of gratitude by writing thank you letters 

4. Create a daily quiet time. Spend 10 minutes in prayer 

5. Forgive someone who doesn’t deserve it (maybe yourself) 

6. Go deeper into the Bible through personal and group study 

7. Try some kind of fast (electronic, food, etc.) 

answer, instead, it takes the person to the depths of the 

soul, a place that for many would best be left alone. For 

me, cleaning is a necessary evil. With three kids, 

however, it is an everyday essential. Inevitably, toys end 

up under the couch, the TV stand, in the pantry, and 

everywhere in between. I never like looking under the 

couch (did I mention we also have three cats and hard 

wood floors) because it’s usually quite disgusting. After 

looking I think, “we need to clean this,” and then get up 

and quietly dismiss the whole thing or file it away for 

another time. The same is exactly true with the soul. It 

requires constant attention. That’s why the question, 

“how is it with your soul,” was so important to Wesley. 

If the soul is not cared for it will reflect on everything 

else. If we take a look but simply get up and dismiss it or 

file it away for another time we do ourselves no good. 

The season of Lent is that, dare I say forced, period of 

examination, reflection, and care. Find out how you can 

best care for your soul Sunday mornings at worship and 

through our other Lenten opportunities.  

First United Methodist Church  

has been a long time 

supporter of Methodist 

Children’s Home. For us to 

continue to support this vital 

ministry we are looking for 

church representatives/ 

commissioners who can lead 

us forward  in connecting the 

church to this ministry. To 

inquire further please contact 

the church office. 

By weaving together the 

Bible's fascinating historical, 

cultural, religious, and 

geographical contexts, teacher 

and historian Ray Vander Laan 

reveals unique insights into the 

Scriptures' significance for 

modern believers. The study 

will begin at 6:30 pm 

following the pot-luck supper 

in the Challengers Sunday 

school class located in the 

Fellowship Hall.  

Perspectives (Continued from page 1) 



 

Prayer List 
For Those Who Mourn 
Family & Friends of Gayla Beckwith 
Family & Friends of Wilma Cunning- 
     ham 
Family & Friends of Ethel Boyd Flanery 
 
Nursing Home Residents 
Leroy Newkirk, Ponderosa 
Reta Howell, Clarksville 
Lynn Rains, Cornerstone 
Kathleen Hopkins, Ponderosa 
M. Katherine Cowley, New Boston 
Iva Jean Barrett, Ponderosa 
 
For Our Members 
Tina Calvit 
Randy Pirkey 
Rod Pruitt 
Bobby Tidwell 
Fred Gilliam 
Opal Waller 
Virginia Wray 
Don Hodges 
DeVeda Foster 
Dr. K.C. & Lucy Hillis 
Bill Lee 
Jim & Wilma Fowler 
Lynn Davies 
Pat Coronel 
 
For Our Family & Friends 
Mary Clawson 
Ted Capeheart (heart surgery) 
Lynn Barnett (cancer) 
Charlie Calvit 
Dwight Barnett 
Bob & Dulcie Murray  

Ralph House 
Lynnda Ell & Muriel Watson 
Bo Wilson (brain cancer) 
Paige Phillips 
Tina Petty (cancer) 
Jean Phillips 
Carrie Megason (cancer) 
Jimmy Drennan (colon cancer) 
Betty Bartlett (cancer) 
Chuck Dandridge 
Shirley Neville, Sister of Catherine P. 
Russell Willingham (Parkinson’s) Broken Bow, 
OK 
Doug Hall, Denver, CO (cancer) 
Paul Nichols (cancer) 
Slade Phillips 
Jessica (Eubanks) Burgin, cancer 
Mike Sanders (heart surgery) 
Charles McCrary, Kansas City, Mis- 
   souri, brother of Mike McCrary 
Darlene Swader, niece of Boyce Rhea 
Billy Smith 
Tammy Matthews 
Diana Melton 
Jayme Hammontree (cancer) 
Julie Inman Matthews 
James Roberts 
Riley Danielle Wright 
Mel & Linda Swaim 
Jackie Ford 
Jay & Arlene Bennett, Boyce’s niece 
Curtis Richison 
Ed Spalding (cancer) 
Gayle Porter (stroke) 
Curtis Whited (cancer) friend of Harry & 
Linda Sanford 
Melba Grider 

Jackie Hazelwood 
Sarah Tucker 
Nikki Daniels (brain tumor) 
Jacie Galloway & baby (1 lb. 8 oz.) 
Dwayne Whiteman (cancer) 
Earnest & Kay Witmer (cancer) 
Cleo Green 
Gloria Terry, friend of Molly Willey 
Opal Martin, friend of Molly Willey 
Shawna Rowen Clayborn (cancer) 
Gerald Rust (cancer) 
Tommy Dudley (cancer) 
Robert & Linda Hickey 
Marvelle Pinkham 
Barbara Mebane 
Linda Coates 
Michael Goodwin (cancer) son of Pat 
        Coronel 
Terry Gross (brain cancer) 
Caregivers 
 
For Our World & Leaders & Our Servicemen 
& Women Serving Our Country 
Roscoe Schwab, Military 
Cody Dickens, Military 
Michael Tucker, Military 
Michael A. Hunnicutt, Military 
Richard Matthews, Military 
Lt. Travis Waller, Military 
Jeanette Weir, Military, Kuwait 

Reader and Scripture 

Mar 5—Lea Dooley—Psalm 32 
Mar 12—Randy Pirkey—Gen 12:1-4 
Mar 19—Philip Calvit—Ex 17:1-7 
Mar 26—Rhonda Schwab—1 Sam 16:1-13 
 

Attendance and Giving (February 2017) 

Average Sunday School Attendance —  67 
Average Worship Attendance —   129 
Monthly Income Needed for Budget — $ 19,136 
Income for February  —   $18,556 

 

DeKalb Hope Food Pantry Needs 

Peanut Butter; Canned Meats; Canned/Dry Soups; Canned 
Veggies; Instant Rice; Canned Fruit; Pasta; Spaghetti Sauce; 
Oatmeal; Cereal; Ramen Noodles; Chili; Crackers; Personal 
Toiletry Items 
 

 

Ushers (March) 

Worth Matteson IV, Jason Hawkins, 
Brian Triplett, Perry Don Hawkins, Bill Jones 

 

Children’s Sermon 

Mar 5—None 
Mar 12—n/a 
Mar 19—John Booth 
Mar 26—Brian Triplett 
 

Children’s Church 

Mar 5—None 
Mar 12—Pam Shumake & Lisa McKinnie 
Mar 19—Worth & Cynthia Matteson 
Mar 26—Jason & Julie Hawkins 
 

Communion Servers 

Mar 5—Randy & Lecia Barrett, Molly Willey 
Apr 2—John & Debbie Booth, Philip Calvit 



 

Thank You 
Dear Church Family, 
    Thank you so much for the potted plant. We are so blessed to be a part of 
a loving church family. Thanks for remembering us during our loss. 
Love, The Fouse Family 
  
Dear Church Family, 
    Thank you all so much for the many prayers, cards, and thoughts during 
the time of Donald's illness and death. Thank you for the beautiful white 
carnation, too. We appreciate everything you've done. 
The Family of Donald Duffer 
   
Dear Prayer Group, 
    Thank you for your prayers, concern and support this last year. It has 
been a year of challenges and growth for me. I always knew God was good, 
but now He is really good. It has been a year where I have grown in my 
faith, seen the faith of my family grow and found out how many people love 
me and have prayed for me. 
    Thank you again for all your cards. 
God bless. Love, joy, peace & grace, Anne Weismann 
   
Tuesday Prayer Group, 
    Thank you, thank you, thank you for your faithful prayers. The prayers of 
this group have been such an encouragement, and I feel so connected to 
them as I would read their names each week. I know prayer is such an 
integral part of my journey and I sincerely and humbly appreciate this group 
faithfully praying for me and Bobby. This is a wonderful ministry, and I know 
many others have been blessed by it, and I can't thank you enough for 
including me in your prayers! 
I remain, Firmly in HIS Grip, With love & gratitude, 
Susie Tucker 
  
Members of DeKalb First United Methodist Church, 
Words cannot express my appreciation for the cards and prayers and most 
of all the prayer shawl I received. I am making progress with therapy, but it 
will be a long process. Thanks for your continued prayers. 
Opal Martin 
  
First United Methodist Church Family, 
We appreciate so much the donations of food you collect for DeKalb HOPE. 
With your help, we in turn help many needy families in our community. 
Many, many thanks from the Board of Directors 
 
Thank you so much for the beautiful palm plant you sent in memory of my 
mother, Wilma Cunningham. My new church family shows me time and 
time again just how caring you are. 
   Also, the white carnation memorial is such a sweet sentiment from the 
United Methodist Women. 
   You made my past week much more bearable. 
Thank you, 
Marsha Telford and my brothers and sisters 
 
To First United Methodist Church ~ 
   My deepest appreciation to all of you who participated in our Charlie 
Brown Christmas Tree gifts for our foster children of Bowie County. Your 
generosity is always humbling. You helped raise $2,706. for the needs of 
these special children. 
Linda Shumake 

Calendar 
Every Sunday 
Coffee with the Pastor, Fellowship Hall  — 9:00 am 
Sunday School                   9:45 — 10:30 am 
Worship                                 10:50 am 
 

Every Tuesday 
Prayer Breakfast, Fellowship Hall  —  7:00 am 
 

Every Wednesday 
Children’s Choir — after school 
United Methodist Cubs Fellowship — 5:30 pm 
United Methodist Youth Fellowship — 6:30 pm  
Chancel Choir — 6:30 pm    
 

Every Thursday 
“Piecemakers” Fellowship Hall —  10:00 am — 2:00 pm 
 

Wednesday, March 1 
Meal for UMCF & UMYF—6:00 pm 

Ash Wednesday Service—6:30 pm 
 

Sunday, March 5 
Communion Sunday in Sanctuary — 10:50 am 

Please bring canned goods for HOPE 
 

Wednesday, March 8 
Nursing Home Ministry—Ponderosa—2:00 pm 
Confirmation Informational Meeting for Parents—5:30 pm 
Lenten Dinner—6:00 pm 
Lenten Bible Study—6:30 pm 

 

Sunday, March 12 
Daylight Saving Time Begins 

Set clocks forward one hour Saturday Night at bedtime 
 

Thursday, March 16 
Amazing Grays—Fellowship Hall—5:30 pm 
 

Sunday, March 19 
UMW Meeting—Fellowship Hall—immediately following our 
Morning Worship service. A snack lunch will be provided. Please 
plan to attend. 
 

Wednesday, March 22 
Cubs Confirmation begins—5:30 pm in the Youth Center 
 

Sunday, March 26 
UMW Fundraiser lunch following worship in the Fellowship Hall 
 
THANK YOU (Continued from left side) 
 
To the Church family of the United Methodist Church, the Prayer Group and the 
Piecemakers,   Thank you so much for the cards of love you faithfully sent to 
Ernest and me. Prayers were answered. We may not know most of you 
personally, but our hearts are joined by the grace of God. Thank you. 
    Chris (Moser) came to visit us and brought us a beautiful prayer shawl for 
Ernest and a wonderful cap and scarf for me. We will use these and thank God 
for praying, caring and doing Christians such as you. 
Ernest and Kay Witmer 

FUMC Designated Giving Policy 

Designated Gifts Disclaimer: The Church Council of First United 

Methodist Church, DeKalb, TX reserves the right to remove any desig-

nations or restrictions on gifts when it is in the best interest of the 

church to do so. At the point in which a designated gift fulfills its pur-

pose any remaining amount shall be shared with the broader mission 

of DeKalb First United Methodist Church. 

DeKalb First United Methodist Church 

210 W Austin * P.O. Box 396 DeKalb, TX 75559 

Office: (903) 667-2705 * Fax: (903) 667-5585 

Parsonage: (903) 667-2338 

Church Email: dekalbsecretary@aol.com 

Pastor’s Email: dekalbpreacher@aol.com 

www.dekalbmethodist.org 


