
 

“When everything else in society seeks to divide, it is the church, 

at its best, that seeks to gather and unite. The church is one of 

the sole builders of social capital.” 

Bishop Visits District 

This past Saturday bishop Scott Jones 

visited the district and shared with 

pastors and laity his passions and 

convictions for ministry. Overall he is 

pleased with what the Texas Conference 

is doing and seeks to strengthen its 

ministries and broaden them to have a 

greater impact. Much of his presentation 

centered on the Wesleyan way of 

salvation and how our theology 

addresses the current landscape. He 

brought up the concept of various types 

of capital that we here in America 

enjoy, such  as physical capital (the wealth or form of wealth that we own). Jones 

continued to state that much of what is lacking in America is authentic social capital 

(the benefits that we enjoy when gathered together with others). It is the church, Jones 

asserts, that is building social capital. He further expressed that the Wesleyan way of 

salvation is more of a journey than a momentary point in time. The point of salvation is 

an essential point in a lifelong journey of God’s work in our lives. “As God’s people we 

are to be about bringing others to Christ; that is our mission,” asserts Jones. He further 

Perspectives 

By Rev. Matthew B. Smith 

I believe that one of the most important 
aspects of our Christian faith is to gather as 
a community of believers in worship. It’s 
hard to understand this if your faith takes 
second seat to everything else in life. I 
suspect that being a Christian in today’s 
society is hard work, and here’s why: not 
because we’re persecuted, actually it’s quite 
the opposite, we really don’t have anything 
that challenges our faith, pushing us 
towards a greater dependence on God. For 
the most part we’re pretty self-sufficient; of 
course we could always use more money, 
but life is good and it’s even better knowing 
that God is there when we need Him. 
Worship, or going to church on Sunday 
morning is just another item on our long list 
of things to do, and if you’re honest, it’s 
probably not too high on the list. As a child I 
went to church because my parents made 
me, that’s right, made me. I didn’t quite 
understand the whole church thing and 
always looked forward to going home, 
shedding off the formal wear and relaxing 
into some shorts and a tee shirt. But looking 
back I could not be more grateful that my 
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Investing in the 
Young 
“When we respond to God . . . there is no limit to 

what God will accomplish through us.” 

The conversations around 

many church tables go 

something like this, “I really 

wish we had children at 

church.” If you haven’t heard 

it you probably know of 

someone who has. One thing 

is sure; when you see a 

church with children, you 

know the church has made a 

conscious effort to invest in 

the young. Over the past 

couple of years First 

Methodist has been 

intentional about investing in 

the young. This effort 

became tangible with a 

complete renovation of the 

Youth Center. Through 

further investment the church 

has seen greater involvement 

and increases in Children’s 

Choir, UMCF (5th & 6th 

graders), and UMYF (7th-

12th graders). God is no 

doubt blessing our efforts. 

This year will give rise to a 

young family initiative that 

will seek to strengthen and 

reach out to young families 

both in our church and 

community.  

God has promised us a life of 

ministry, and when we 

respond to the calling of God 

and are faithful to His 

mission, there is no limit to 

what God will accomplish 

through us. Investing in the 

young has been the right 

thing to do and God is 

blessing our efforts. May we 

all continue to build the 

church of tomorrow today 

through whatever gift God 

has given to you. Give what 

you have to God and He will 

use it to bless.  

Soup & Saving 
“Good financial stewardship of our resources 
is biblical and God honoring.” 

The chill of January was 

eased by some warm soup 

and a lesson on financial 

stewardship presented by 

Jason McDaniel, financial 

advisor at Edward Jones. 

Hosted by Christian Men’s 

Fellowship, the group holds 

regular gatherings open to all 

men from any denomination 

or background. Be looking 

out for the next gathering. 

Bishop (Continued from page 1) 

states that there should really only be two questions we ask 

ourselves in committee meetings: 1) What is our mission? 

And 2) How are we meeting it? Everything else is a by-

product of those two questions.  More about Bishop Scott 

Jones and his passions and beliefs can be found on his 

website extremecenter.com 

Proverbs 22:17 

“A merry heart does 
good like medicine” 

parents made me go to church. Their choice to be faithful 
instilled in me a greater reverence for God and respect for His 
church. 

Our District Superintendent here in the North District, Chuck 
Huffman, has expressed a desire for all churches in the district 
to focus on increasing worship attendance, a concept that our 
bishop, Scott Jones echoed when he stated that, “numbers 
count because people count.” In addition, Rev. Huffman 
asked all pastors to set a worship attendance goal for 2017 
that challenges the church. I have set our 2017 goal at 150! 
Currently we average around 130. Can it be accomplished? I 
believe it can, but I need your help. Here’s a few ways to help 
make worship a priority for you and your family this year. 
Note, some may hurt, but in the grace and love of God I make 
no apologies. 

Stop making excuses (there’s always a reason to stay 
home), unless you’re legitimately ill, then please stay 
home, or physically incapable, we understand. 

Make a mental shift, worship is not about you, it’s about 
God, and His arms are outstretched. Isaiah 65:2 says, 
“All day long I have held out my hands . . .” God 
desires to welcome, but that can only happen if we 
come. 

Invite any and every one. We have the greatest message 
on earth, but it seems like we keep it bottled up as if 
we’re ashamed to share it. All the statistics show it, a 
personal invitation is more influential than any other 
method, and it doesn’t cost you anything! 

When God becomes our focus and worship our priority, 
blessings abound, lives are transformed, and the joy of our 
salvation becomes more evident than ever.  

If you have left a dish at the 

church, know of someone 

who has, or simply looking to 

add to your collection please 

stop by the kitchen and claim 

your dish. Unclaimed dishes 

will be incorporated into 

kitchen use. 

Perspectives (Continued from page 1) 



 

Prayer List 
For Those Who Mourn: 
Family & Friends of Joe Mac House 
Family & Friends of Raymond Tidwell 
Family & Friends of Shane Pharris 
Family & Friends of Donald Duffer 
Family & Friends of Derrell Jennings 
Family & Friends of James Fouse 
Family  & Friends of Nancy Kier 
 
Nursing Home Residents: 
Leroy Newkirk, Ponderosa 
Reta Howell, Clarksville 
Lynn Rains, Cornerstone 
Kathleen Hopkins, Ponderosa 
Wilma Cunningham, Ponderosa 
M. Katherine Cowley, New Boston 
Iva Jean Barrett, Ponderosa 
 
For Our Members:   
Rod Pruitt  
Fred Gilliam 
Richard Engle 
Opal Waller 
Virginia Wray 
Don Hodges 
Gayla Beckwith, lymphoma 
DeVeda Foster 
Dr. K C & Lucy Hillis 
Bill Lee  
Jim & Wilma Fowler 
Tina Calvit 
Lynn Davies 
  
For Our Family & Friends 
Amanda Bates 
Charlie Calvit 
Dwight Barnett 
Bob & Dulcie Murray 
Ralph House 

Lynnda Ell & Muriel Watson 
Bo Wilson, brain cancer 
Paige Phillips  
Tina Petty, cancer 
Jean Phillips 
Carrie Megason, cancer 
Jimmy Drennan, colon cancer 
Betty Bartlett, cancer 
Chuck Dandridge 
Shirley Neville, sister of Catherine  
    Pearson 
Russell Willingham, parkinson’s,  
    Broken Bow, OK 
Doug Hall, cancer, Denver, CO 
Paul Nichols, cancer 
Slade Phillips 
Starkey Smith 
Jessica (Eubanks) Burgin, cancer 
Mike Sanders, heart surgery 
Charles McCrary, Kansas City, Mis- 
    souri, brother of Mike McCrary   
Darlene Swader, niece of  Boyce Rhea  
Billy Smith 
Tammy Mathews 
Diana Melton 
Jayme Hammontree, cancer 
Julie Inman Matthews 
James Roberts 
Riley Danielle Wright 
Mel & Linda Swaim 
Jackie Ford 
Jay & Arlene Bennett, Boyce’s niece 
Caleb Barksdale, car accident 
Curtis Richison 
Ed Spalding, cancer 
Gayle Porter, stroke 
Aubrey Beggs, bone cancer 
Curtis Whited, cancer, friend of Harry &         
    Linda Sanford 

Melba Grider, cancer 
Jackie Hazelwood 
Sarah Tucker 
Nikki Daniels, brain tumor 
Jacie Galloway & baby, (l lb. 8 oz.) 
Dwayne Whiteman, cancer 
Earnest & Kay Witmer, cancer 
Cleo Green 
Gloria Terry, friend of Molly Willey 
Opal Martin, friend of Molly Willey 
Shawna Rowen Clayborn, cancer 
Gerald Rust, cancer 
Tommy Dudley, cancer 
Robert & Linda Hickey 
Anne Weisman 
Marvelle Pinkham 
Barbara Mebane 
Linda Coates 
Michael Goodwin, cancer, son of Pat Coro-   
        nel 
Caregivers 
 
For Our World & Leaders and Our Servicemen 
& women Serving Our Country: 
Roscoe Schwab, Military 
Cody Dickens, Military 
Michael Tucker, Military 
Michael A. Hunnicutt, Military 
Richard Matthews, Military 
Lt. Travis Waller, Military 
Jeanette Weir, Military, Kuwait 

Reader and Scripture 
2/5 Youth   Psalm 112:1-10 
2/12 Renau Garner  Deut 30:15-20 
2/19    John Booth  Psalm 119:33- 40 
2/26 William Blackstone Exodux 24:12-18 
 

Attendance and Giving (January 2017) 
Average Sunday School Attendance —  63 
Average Worship Attendance —   117 
Monthly Income Needed for Budget — $  19,136 
Income for January  —   $19,783 
 

DeKalb Hope Food Pantry Needs 
Peanut Butter; Canned Meats; Canned/Dry Soups; Canned Veggies; 

Instant Rice; Canned Fruit; Pasta; Spaghetti Sauce; Oatmeal; Cereal; 

Ramen Noodles; Chili; Crackers; Personal Toiletry Items 

 

Communion Servers 

2/5     Rev. Matthew Smith & youth 

 

Ushers 

2/5    Bill & Laura Thompson , Philip & Tina Calvit 
          Randy Barrett 
2/12   Bobby & Sue Thompson, Ross & Rhonda                     
          Schwab, Rod Pruitt 
2/19 Robert & Micki Usrey, John & Debbie Booth,  
          Boyce Rhea 
2/26 Mike & Donna Farris, Harry & Linda Sanford,  
          John Garner 
 

Children’s Sermon 

2/5 None 
2/12 Renau Garner 
2/19 Rev. Matthew Smith 
2/26 Lea Dooley 
 

Children’s Church 

2/5 None 
2/12 Troy & Rachel Zeringue 
2/19 Steve & Jennifer Starrett 
2/26 Micki Usrey & Amy Usrey 
 



 

Thank You 
I was raised in this church.  I loved it! 
I’m old now and have been to a few churches in my time;  
never have I felt so comfortable, so peaceful or so loved, as in 
“my church”.   
Keep “my church” going strong. 
Gwen Farris McKeel  (Mike’s sister) 
 
To Prayer Breakfast Group! 
We appreciate your prayers and card as we recover from the 
car wreck.  Your group cast a reflection on many people.   
Thank you so much, 
Boyce and Nina Rhea 
 
Dear Tuesday Morning Prayer Breakfast, 
On Tuesday the 13th Avery rang the bell, signifying the end of 
her treatment journey.  It was 841 days since her diagnosis.  
And you have been there since the beginning. 
It’s been a long two years with many, many ups & downs.  
Some weeks we have almost felt normal, and we get your card 
and smile and think “oh, that’s sweet”, and go back to the day 
today.  Other weeks, the weight of what our child has been 
through and the possibilities of the future is almost too much 
to bear.  Those weeks, your card was the encouragement we 
needed to keep putting one foot in front of the other. 
I just wanted to take a moment to say thanks for keeping us in 
your hearts through all of this! 
Allison Thornsberry (mother of Avery) 
 
Dear Church Family, 
We can never express to you all what your loving and caring 
have meant to us during daddy’s illness and death.  We all 
appreciated the cards, the calls, the prayer shawl, the flowers, 
and the wonderful dinner that was prepared for us. 
We know our whole family was in your prayers and everything 
you did was done with love. 
We thank you for all of this. 
The family of Joe Mac House 
 
Congregation, Brother Matt, & the Tuesday Morning Prayer 
Group,   
Thank all of you so much for your continued support & 
prayers for my brother, Shane.  He had an extremely difficult 
last year of his life & knowing he was being prayed for & lifted 
up helped us deal with his situation in a more positive light. 
Shane never said anything to me about the postcards that the 
Tuesday Morning Prayer Group sent, but after he passed, we 
found them...he had saved them all.  Please know, what you 
do for others every Tuesday morning makes a difference! 
Sometimes there just aren’t enough words to describe the 
appreciation.  Thank you so much.   
With love, 
The Booths & Pharris Family 
 
Dear Tuesday Morning Prayer Group, 
Thank you so much for all the prayers you have been sending 
out for our son, Jimmy.  We are humbled and so very grateful. 
James & Franca Drennan 

Calendar 
Every Sunday 
Coffee with the Pastor, Fellowship Hall  — 9:00 am 
Sunday School                   9:45 — 10:30 am 
Worship                                     10:50 am 
 

Every Tuesday 
Prayer Breakfast, Fellowship Hall  —  7:00 am 
 

Every Wednesday 
Children’s Choir — after school — 4:45 pm, begins Feb. 8  
United Methodist Cubs Fellowship — 5:30 pm 
Meal for Cubs & Youth — 6:00 pm 
United Methodist Youth Fellowship — 6:30 pm  
Chancel Choir — 6:30 pm  
   
Every Thursday 
“Piecemakers” Fellowship Hall —  10:00 am — 2:00 pm 
 
Sunday, February 5  
Communion Sunday in Sanctuary — 10:50 am 
Servers:  Bro. Matt,  and Youth 

Please bring canned goods for HOPE 
 
Wednesday, February 8 
Nursing Home Ministries — 2:00 pm 
 
Saturday, February 11 
North District Training Event, FUMC Marshall — 9:30 am — 2:00 pm  
 
Tuesday, February 14 

“ HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY ” 
 

Thursday, February 16  
Amazing Grays, Potluck, Fellowship Hall — 5:30 pm 
 
Sunday, February 19 
UMW Meeting — Fellowship Hall —  immediately  
following our Worship Service, snack lunch provided 
Young Family Initiative Dinner—Fellowship Hall—6:00 pm 
 
Monday, February 20 

PRESIDENTS’ DAY (Office Closed) 
 
 

“THANK YOU” Continued 
May God bless you for the loving prayers I feel from everyone:  the 
faithful prayer breakfast members, the dedicated prayer shawl 
stitchers, Sunday School Classes, the Youth group, thank you all for 
your love and concern. 
Love, Opal Waller 
 
Dear Prayer Breakfast Group, 
My apologies for not responding to your great gift of intercessory 
prayer.  I don’t have the words to express the encouragement your 
cards bring.   This ‘chemo’ stuff seems to have a mind of its own and 
how it does its work.  Not ‘user –friendly’.  That you would include 
one you do not know with your prayers can surely bring you 
blessings as it has me. 
May Your Blessing Be Manifold, 
Curt Whited 

FUMC Designated Giving Policy 

Designated Gifts Disclaimer: The Church Council of First United 

Methodist Church, DeKalb, TX reserves the right to remove any desig-

nations or restrictions on gifts when it is in the best interest of the 

church to do so. At the point in which a designated gift fulfills its pur-

pose any remaining amount shall be shared with the broader mission 

of DeKalb First United Methodist Church. 

DeKalb First United Methodist Church 

210 W Austin * P.O. Box 396 DeKalb, TX 75559 

Office: (903) 667-2705 * Fax: (903) 667-5585 

Parsonage: (903) 667-2338 

Church Email: dekalbsecretary@aol.com 

Pastor’s Email: dekalbpreacher@aol.com 

www.dekalbmethodist.org 


