
 

Sunday night January 21, an EF-2 tornado ripped through east DeKalb 

leaving a wake of destruction in its path. The very next day members of 

FUMC and the community came together to help in the rebuilding process. 

Lending a Helping Hand 

Members of FUMC help clear fallen 

trees and debris from an area house 

damaged by the tornado.  Thankfully no 

injuries occurred. Further requests for 

assistance can be made by calling the 

church office.  

LENT IS A SEASON TO REFOCUS 
The season of Lent gives people an opportunity to re-focus their lives by consciously 

purging themselves of harmful attitudes and desires to a complete focus on God and 

His desires for the human heart and mind. Join with us on the journey through Lent: 

Ash Wednesday Service: Wednesday February 14, 6:30 pm Sanctuary 

Lenten Dinners & Devotions: Wednesdays Feb. 21—Mar. 28, 6:00 pm Fellowship Hall  

Perspectives 

By Rev. Matthew B. Smith 

“Dream with God;” a phrase I heard 
North District Superintendent Rev. 
Chuck Huffman mention during a 
conversation. I didn’t 
pay too much attention 
to it at the time, but 
ever since, that phrase 
“dream with God” has 
been on my mind. As our 
vision and strategic 
planning team has been meeting I have 
been greatly encouraged at the people 
who have a deep passion and love for 
God and His church and a desire to be 
the most effective witness within our 
community. Before the group has even 
arrived at the dreaming phase there 
have already been great ministry ideas 
that are stirring the deep well of 
passion. I have never been so 
encouraged in ministry than I am now, 
for I am witnessing the people of God 
uniting around a common purpose to 
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Vision Group 
Stirs Passion 
Passion is born when we catch a glimpse of 
our God-given potential. 

Over the past couple of 

months a vision and strategic 

planning group has been 

meeting to discern a way 

forward in ministry as we 

seek to live into a God 

honoring future.  Nearly 

twenty people have gathered 

each month to be pioneers of 

a movement reminiscent of 

the early Methodists. The 

purpose of the group is to 

pray, discern, and discuss 

together how we can best 

engage in ministry with the 

never changing gospel in an 

ever changing world. Each 

meeting begins with a lunch 

following Sunday worship, 

prayer, and discussion. In 

December Bro. Matt outlined 

the purpose of the group. 

Lay Leader Jerry Peek asked 

the question, “Why are you 

here?” It has been the 

underlining question guiding 

the group.  In January the 

group discussed a book by 

George G. Hunter titled, 

“Should We Change Our 

Game Plan?” Great 

discussion on the role of laity 

followed with testimonies of 

the welcoming spirit of the 

church and thoughts of how 

we can enhance its 

effectiveness. Ideas and 

passion have already began 

to emerge as God is leading 

and moving in power 

through the people of 

FUMC. Great things are 

happening but even greater 

things are yet to come! 

At Home Date Night 
“Thanks for centering me again on how wonderful it 

truly is to be married to the person God brought me!” 

      ~From At Home Date Night Testimonies 

With February comes 

Valentines Day and love is in 

the air. FUMC is offering 

couples of all ages four at 

home date night resources to 

begin using now. Available 

for pick up at church or at 

dekalbmethodist.org/marriage 

Equipping couples can be a 

challenge as some work too 

much, some have children, 

and others feel they are too 

Children’s Choir Beginning 
FUMC Spring Children’s Choir begins Wednesday February 

7, after school. Please remember  to give a note to your  

child's teacher if they will be riding the church van. 

make disciples for Jesus Christ, or as our church likes to 
put it, turning hearts and lives to Jesus Christ. I pray that 
this becomes a call to arms to every member or 
associate of FUMC to realize that your life is valued and 
has a unique purpose in God’s kingdom. The church 
needs everyone because everyone has unique gifts and 
graces to be used in the Lord’s service. To put it further, 
the church is a team game and no one sits the bench, 
we’re all out in the field to win the prize for which God 
has called us heavenward in Christ Jesus (Philippians 
3:14). 

Now back to that phrase, “dream with God.” As I have 
been thinking, the more preposterous that phrase 
becomes, not because it’s impossible, but because of 
what’s possible! When we dream with the God of all 
creation, the One who hung the stars and formed us 
from the dust of the earth, whose love is beyond 
measure and whose great works are not limited by 
anything. To dream with God means to open ourselves 
to the possibility that God can accomplish in us far 
greater things than we could ever think or imagine. It 
almost sounds too good to be true, but then I 
remember, this is what God does. He heals the sick, 
raises the dead, and empowers believers to carry forth 
His kingdom. Why would we expect anything less?  

Early January the 

Piecemakers completed 

and blessed hats that 

were delivered to 

Church under the Bridge 

in Texarkana. During 

the cold months hats 

like these are graciously 

welcomed by those 

seeking to keep warm.  

busy to focus on their 

relationship. With a little 

nudge here and there, couples 

remember how important it is 

to have one-on-one time. 

Perspectives (Continued from page 1) 

Driven By a Caring Heart 
Sometimes it’s hard to get to doctors appointments, and if 

you’re unable to drive that challenge becomes greatly 

multiplied. If you find yourself or someone you know unable 

to find a ride, please call Sharon Charlton (903) 667-2941. 



 

Prayer List 
For Those Who Mourn 
Family of Johnny & Kathy Rowan 
Family of Norma Jean Robison 
Family of Shawna Rowan Claborn 
Family of Doyle Jackson 
 
Nursing Home Residents 
Bob Griffis, The Lodge, Mt. Pleasant 
Moeta Newman, Reunion Plaza, Texarkama 
Mary Clawson, Ponderosa 
Kathleen Hopkins, Ponderosa 
Iva Jean Barrett, Ponderosa 
Lucy Hillis, Ponderosa 
Barbara Lunceford, New Boston 
Laura Dunn, Gilmer 
 
For Our Members 
Charles Vanderburg 
Opal Waller 
DeVeda Foster 
Bill & Dorothy Lee 
Lynn Davies 
Mary Ann Tidwell 
Lynn Rains 
Bobby & Wanda Tidwell 
 
For Our Family & Friends 
Cheryl Pruitt, heart ablation 
Beja Mlinarich, cancer, daughter of Bill & 
    Dorothy Lee 
Mike Jones, cousin of Bill Jones, surgery 
Vanessa Barnett Walker, cancer, niece of 
    Tommy Barnett 
Shirley Nevill, sister of Catherine Pearson 
Joan Grigson, daughter of Loleta Murray 
Clara Green, cancer, sister of Linda Sanford 
Gloria Cunningham Chaney,  sister of Marsha 
    Telford    
Tina Constantine, sister of Jim Constantine 
Chris Henderson, Becky Buttram’s nephew 
Lynn Barnett, cancer 
Ralph House 

Lynnda Ell & Muriel Watson 
Tina Petty, cancer  
Jean Phillips 
Carrie Megason, cancer  
Paul Nichols, cancer 
Mike Sanders, heart surgery 
Charles McCrary, Kansas City, MO, brother 
     of Mike McCrary 
Tammy Matthews 
Diana Melton 
Riley Danielle Wright 
Jay & Arlene Bennett, Boyce’s niece 
Curtis & Susan Richison 
Nikki Daniels, brain tumor 
Cleo Green 
Tommy Dudley, cancer 
Robert & Linda Hickey 
Marvelle Pinkham 
Barbara Mebane 
Linda Coates 
Elaine Sparks, cancer 
Angela Tidwell, Carolyn Pirkey’s cousin 
Caleb Barksdale 
Paula Tye, Richard Engle’s cousin 
Max, 9 yr old, leukemia 
Emma Jean Marrale, 1 yr. old with cancer 
Marilyn Barron, cancer 
Christie Howard, friend of Pam Shumake 
Nona Crane, cancer 
Jami Davidson, cancer 
Patsy Martin 
Michelle Stryk, cancer 
Julie Inman Matthews 
David Hawkins, friend of Harry Sanford 
Bob & Dulcie Murray 
Linda Kight May 
Mari McFatridge, cancer, friend of Molly  
    Willey 
Jackie & Mary Ann Hawkins 
Jordan Morris, leukemia, great nephew of 
    Molly Willey 
Dena Dunson, cancer 

Bobby Lum, canceer 
Linda Groom, cancer 
Tonya Barger, cancer 
Don Elliott, cancer 
John Rader 
Mike Hobbs 
Leah White, cancer 
Kysia Johnson 
Tom Ward, liver transplant complications 
Athena Brackett, friend of Richard Engle 
Peggy Jaynes 
Bruce Crouch 
Laura Lakey,m cancer, friend of Pat Newkirk 
Rosa Cheatham, friend of Harry Sanford 
Dana Walker, friend of Delphin & Linda  
    Germany 
Jamie Larey, friend of Kay Willhite 
Bryce Tjrner, double lung transplant 
Maxine Pearson, skin cancer 
Wanda Looney, cancer 
Tim Bulanek, cancer 
Joyce Howard, fluid on brain 
Debbie Schliesman, cancer 
Glenda Barrett Campbell 
Janet Jones, sister of John Westphalin 
Wanda Hawkins 
Caregivers 
 
For Our World & Leaders & Our Servicemen & 
Women Serving Our Country 
Roscoe Schwab, Military 
Cody Dickens, Military 
Michael Tucker, Military 
Michael A. Hunnicutt, Military 
Richard Matthews, Military 
Lt. Travis Waller, Military 
Jeanette Weir, Military, El Paso, TX 
Robert F. Waller, Ft. Benning, GA 

Reader and Scripture 

February   4 — John Booth — Matt. 13:3-9, 22 
February 11 — Randy Pirkey — Matt. 13:3-9, 23 
February 18 — William Blackstone — Acts 17:10-12 
February 25 — Renau Garner — Deuteronomy 10:12-13 
 

Attendance and Giving (January 2018) 

Average Sunday School Attendance — 66 
Average Worship Attendance — 104  
Monthly Income Needed for Budget — $ 19,024.50  
Income for January — $ 14,950.68 
 

DeKalb Hope Food Pantry Needs 

Peanut Butter; Canned Meats; Canned/Dry Soups; Canned 
Veggies; Instant Rice; Canned Fruit; Pasta; Spaghetti Sauce; 
Oatmeal; Cereal; Ramen Noodles; Chili; Crackers; Personal 
Toiletry Items 
 

Communion Servers (February) 

Rev. Matthew Smith, Molly Willey, Randy & Lecia Barrett 

Children’s Sermon 

February   4 — None 
February 11 — Brian Triplett 
February 18 — John Booth 
February 25 — Betty Bates 

 

Children’s Church 

February   4 — None 
February 11 — Troy & Rachel  Zeringue  
February 18 — Eric & Traci Wells 
February 25 — Micki Usrey & Sharell Jackson 

 

Ushers 

Feb.   4 — Worth Matteson IV, Jason Hawkins   
      Brian Triplett, Troy Zeringue 
Feb. 11 — Worth Matteson III, Ross Schwab 
             Keith Willey, Richard Engle 
Feb. 18 — Robert Usrey, Joe Anderson, Rick Shaw,  
      John Westbrook 
Feb. 25 — Bill & Laura Thompson, Bob & Sue Thompson 



 

Thank You 
Dear Parishioners, 
I would like to express a very large THANK YOU for the generous donation 
your church did for Manna Kitchen. I was feeling a little distraught by the lack 
of food we were receiving from the food bank in Texarkana. I was getting near 
the breaking point as to what I was going to feed the clients on the program. 
Your donation couldn’t have come at a greater time of need. I have been able 
to continue to provide healthy meals full of good protein and nutrients 
because of it and will continue to do so until the good Lord tells me to stop. 
I cannot explain in words how grateful you have made us. I can only tell you 
that when I was presented with the news of your generosity, I broke down 
crying. Again, I am very blessed to have people like you all in our community 
to let me continue to do God’s work. My favorite verse is Philippians 4:13…I 
can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me . . .and you have all 
made this possible. 
Lots of love, Marci Conley, Manna Kitchen 
 

Dear FUMC of DeKalb, 
Thank you so much for your generous donation to TPMI. It is greatly 
appreciated. Blessings! 
Edna Walker (Telford Prison Ministries) 
 

Dear Church Members, 
I want to thank you for the many months of prayer and concern for me. 
Also: to Matt and Suzanne who keep the “wheels rolling” in the front office; to 
the people of the Prayer Breakfast who I appreciate for their needed prayers 
and signed cards that make me happy; to the Piecemakers that knit & purl 
and crochet the pretty and warm shoulder wraps and lap pads; to the UMW 
for the delicious Thanksgiving tray; to the women who bring me a copy of the 
Sunday morning service every week. You are good people. 
Sincerely, 
Virginia Wray 
 

Thank you so much for your continued generosity. Because of people like you, 
we are able to continue to support our foster kids. We are amazed and 
thankful for your generous donation! 
Bowie County Child Welfare Board 
 

Dearest Friends, 
Thank you for the plant. It is a sweet reminder of friends. 
I have blessed and fun memories of being at FUMC. 
God’s great grace abounds to all. 
Donna Hodges & the family of Don Hodges 
 

Thank you so much for the lovely poinsettia. And a special thanks to Tommye 
for driving so far to deliver it. May everyone have a happy and blessed New 
Year. 
Lynn Rains 
 

Thank you so very much for all you did for my husband’s memorial (Mel 
Swaim). It was a wonderful service that will be remembered for the rest of my 
life. 
Linda Swaim 
 

Thank you for your continued prayers for me and my family. 
Love, Jami Davidson 
 
Dear Church Family, 
Thank you all for your calls, cards, food, prayers, and concern during this time 
of loss of my sister, Norma Jean Robison. We appreciate your kindness of 
providing my family a wonderful meal. The Peace Lily from the church and the 
carnation placed on the altar by UMW were beautiful and comforting. We are 
so blessed to have such a caring church family. God Bless you all! 
Carolyn Pirkey and Family 

Calendar 
Every Sunday 
Coffee with the Pastor, Fellowship Hall        9:00 am 
Sunday School                               9:45  — 10:30 am 
Worship                                             10:50 am 
 

Every Tuesday 
Prayer Breakfast, Fellowship Hall  —  7:00 am 
 

Every Wednesday 
Children’s Choir — immediately after school — 5:00 pm  
UMCF (Cubs, 5th & 6th grade)  — 5:30 pm 
Meal for UMCF & UMYF — 6:00 pm 
UMYF (Youth, 7th-12th grade) — 6:30 pm  
Chancel Choir — 6:30 pm    
 

Every Thursday 
“Piecemakers” Fellowship Hall —  10:00 am — 2:00 pm 
 

Sunday,  February 4 
Communion Sunday, Sanctuary — 10:50 am 
Servers:   Bro. Matt; Randy & Lecia Barrett; Molly Willey 
 

PLEASE BRING CANNED GOODS FOR HOPE 
 

Wednesday, February 14 — Ash Wednesday & Valentine’s Day 
Nursing Home Ministry — 2:00 pm, Ponderosa 
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE — 6:30 pm, Sanctuary 
 

Thursday, February 15 
Amazing Grays, Potluck — 5:30 pm 
 

Sunday, February 18 
UMW — Following morning worship, Fellowship Hall 
 

Sunday, February 25 
Vision & Strategic Planning Team — Following morning worship 
 

Each Wednesday beginning February  21 through March 28 
Lenten Dinners  & Devotions  —  6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

FUMC Designated Giving Policy 

Designated Gifts Disclaimer: The Church Council of First United 

Methodist Church, DeKalb, TX reserves the right to remove any desig-

nations or restrictions on gifts when it is in the best interest of the 

church to do so. At the point in which a designated gift fulfills its pur-

pose any remaining amount shall be shared with the broader mission 

of DeKalb First United Methodist Church. 

DeKalb First United Methodist Church 

210 W Austin * P.O. Box 396 DeKalb, TX 75559 

Office: (903) 667-2705 * Fax: (903) 667-5585 

Parsonage: (903) 667-2338 

Church Email: dekalbsecretary@aol.com 

Pastor’s Email: dekalbpreacher@aol.com 

www.dekalbmethodist.org 

THANK YOU (Continued) 
Thank you for the Bird’s Nest plant that the church sent to us during the loss of 
my sister, Shawna and my parents, Johnny & Kathy Rowan. We appreciate all 
the prayer cards from the Prayer Breakfast sent to Shawna during her battle 
with cancer. They meant a lot to her and all my family. Please continue to pray 
for our family. 
Brad and Amy Rowan and Family 
 
Dear Church Family, 
     Thank you from the bottom of our hearts for all you have done for us since 
Bob has been in the hospital and at The Lodge. 
     We appreciated so very much all of your prayers, cards, phone calls, the 
weekly prayers and cards from the Prayer Breakfast Group, Bro. Matt’s visit, the 
beautiful prayer blanket made by the Piecemakers, the gift bag from the Evan-
gelism Committee, and the CD each week of the Sunday Worship Service. 
     We are truly blessed to belong to such a loving church. 
God bless you all. 
Bob & Dorothy Griffis 


